Bronchoscopy-induced fatal asystole in tetanus: the result of combined carotid-body chemoreceptor and vasovagal reflexes.
A 44-year-old man with tetanus had bradycardia with hypotension and then died suddenly when asystole developed during bronchoscopy. Although signs and symptoms of sympathetic hyperactivity are characteristic of tetanus, vagal stimulation via vasovagal and carotid-body chemoreceptor reflexes may produce sudden, unexpected, and catastrophic effects.